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The well-known story of how ‘Stille Nacht!" came to be

" written is more fable than fact. The received version is that

on Christmas Eve 1818 the organ in the parish church of the
little Lower Austrian (now Bavarian) town of Oberndorf .
had breathed its last, and the curate (Mohr) and assistant
organist (Gruber) between them saved the day by quickly
WIiting a carol to be sung at midnight mass with guitar
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. Nacht!' is'in fact typical of the folk-like songs that organists

(tr: John F. Young, 1820-8 )

accompaniment. However, none of the many contempor-
ary accounts suggests that there was any kind of emerg:-
ency, and the organ remained in use for some years, ‘Stille

in Austria and Bavaria would compose each year for ﬂ_le
midnight service, and what Mohr and Gruber did was in
no way out of the ordinary—except that they produced 2



